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P R O G R A M S

Underground Railroad:  
Examine the Evidence
Turn your students into “history detectives” as they meet Simon, 
Jesse, Jeremiah Snowden, and others — all fugitives from slavery 
who were sheltered at Rokeby. Students will examine the 
evidence — letters from the Museum collection — to discover 
the Underground Railroad in Vermont. A CD with guides to the 
Robinsons and Rokeby, historical background, copies of letters, 
and student activities is yours to keep. 

Appropriate for grades 4 to 8. The program is offered in the classroom 
at $50 per presentation plus mileage. It is available on site to groups 
of 15 to 20 at $5 per student. 

Farming & Feasting with the Robinsons
“Eating local” is all the rage today, but when the Robinsons lived 
at Rokeby, it was the only way! Students begin in the old kitchen 
with a discussion of what they had for breakfast and how it 
compares with what the Robinsons may have eaten. Students then 
head out to the farmstead and explore where the components of 
their — and the Robinsons’ — breakfasts would have been found 
in the nineteenth century. 

Appropriate for grades 3 to 6. This program is held on the grounds of 
the Museum only. Program fee for school groups (15 minimum) is $5 
per student; regular student admission is $8 per student. 

Educational Resources 
from Rokeby Museum

SITE VISITS, PROGRAMS, AND EDUCATIONAL KITS FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

On Site Exhibit: Free & Safe: The 
Underground Railroad in Vermont 
The Museum’s most in-depth treatment of the Underground 
Railroad is the exhibit, Free & Safe, which introduces students to 
Simon and Jesse, two fugitives sheltered at Rokeby in the 1830s. 
The exhibit traces their stories from slavery to freedom, introduces 
the abolitionist Robinson family who called Rokeby home for 
nearly 200 years, and explores the turbulent decades leading up 
to the Civil War. Two audio visual “experiences” help students 
connect with Simon and Jesse as real people, and historic texts, 
images, and documents combine to make their stories come 
vividly to life. Free & Safe contains many lessons in its 2,500  
square feet, and teachers will find many ways to approach it.

School and Homeschool Visits 
Rokeby Museum welcomes school and homeschool students  
and teachers to experience Free & Safe: The Underground Railroad  
in Vermont or to attend one of our on-site programs. Student 
groups may add a hike on the trail or a scavenger hunt in the 
outbuildings and are welcome to have lunch at picnic tables  
in the yard. Visits must be reserved in advance. 

K I T S

Speaking Truth to Power 
This multimedia kit is packed with resources for your classroom. 
It presents the stirring words of America’s radical abolitionists and 
introduces middle and high school students to their principles, 
tactics, and ideas. Each of the eight speeches — recorded by 
professional actors — opens the door on a chapter of abolitionist 
history. The teachers’ guide includes historical and biographical 
background, text of the recordings, discussion questions, student 
activities and worksheets, and primary source documents. The kit 
also includes exhibit panels, period illustrations, and a selection of 
books for further reading. Excellent enrichment for Vermont and 
American history, speech, and civics courses. 

Two-week rental is $30 (you pay the cost of return) if we ship the kit;  
$20 if you pick it up.

Frederick Douglass in Vermont 
Did you know that Frederick Douglass toured Vermont early in his 
career? This kit provides the speech he delivered in Ferrisburgh in 
1843, a recording of the speech (by a professional actor), newspaper 
coverage of the convention he addressed, discussion questions, 
student activities, and fifteen copies of Douglass’s Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass. Appropriate for middle and high school 
courses in Vermont and American history, civics, and journalism. 

Two-week rental is $25 (you pay the cost of return) if we ship the kit;  
$20 if you pick it up.

Hours of Operation: Open Daily 10–5 
from May to October. Admission for 
school groups (15 minimum) is $5  
per student and teacher; regular  
student admission is $8. 
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14. Path to Brick Academy Foundation
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About Rokeby Museum
From 1793 to 1961, Rokeby was home to four generations of Robinsons — a remarkable family of Quakers, farmers, abolitionists, artists, 
and authors. Today, the Robinson family’s home is a National Historic Landmark, designated for its exceptional Underground Railroad 
history. Rokeby is among the best-documented Underground Railroad sites in the county, one the National Park Service has described as 
“unrivaled among known sites for its historical integrity and the poignancy of the stories it tells.”  
 Telling those stories is at the center of the Museum’s mission, which is to “connect visitors with the human experience of the 
Underground Railroad and with the lives of the Robinsons, who lived on and farmed this land for nearly 200 years.”

Rokeby  
Museum is  

located directly  
on US Route 7  
just 15 minutes  

south of Shelburne  
and 20 minutes  

north of Middlebury. 

E D U C A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  F R O M  R O K E B Y  M U S E U M

The Historic Site

Natural and Cultural History Trail


